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LITY   OF   LAW   AR-
RESTING  PROGRESS.

15. VENALITY OF
JUDGES.

charge. Tliere are those, even
amongst ourselves, who side
with the Mussulmans. The
value of this objection, says
Richardson, regarding the In-
stitutes of Menu, depends upon
the character of the law, and
it is clear that laws that are
not good cannot be immutable.
It is clearly as desirable to
keep good laws as to change
bad ones, and so in fact we
may both be right. In any
system where the laws are im-
mutable there must be sim-
plicity in the machinery, and
facility of the adaptation to
practice; as, on the other hand,
where the principle of change is
admitted, the best of laws must
lose half their value. It will
scarcely be denied that amongst
us legislation is but the tool of
party, and the expression of the
despotism of a temporary majo-
rity with the effect of compli-
cation and multiplicity, which
imply badness of law.

Throughout the   history  of
Islam this has been the great